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IRON! SIDE

I OLAY PIPE BOWL DISCOVERED IN ASSOCIATION WITH FOSSIL-
i IZED BONES OF PREHISTORIC MIIMALS AT LIME CREEK SITE,
I REPUBLICAN RIVER, NEAR OAlffiRIDGE, NEBRASKA.
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' APPENDIX TO THE SUDLIVAN EXPEDITION, 177'9 ' ' _

THE EXPEDITION ALONG THE' V/EST SHORE. OP CAYUGA LAKE

UNDER'.COMMAND OP LIEUT. COL. HENRY DEARBORN '

THE OUTBREAK OP THE REVOLUTION-r-.-Gontinued
• J .

It was discovered that Sir Joha Johnson was carrying on

a. correspondence^ through the Indians,>with Guy Johnson and

was keeping him informed of all the movements of the colon

ists# The letters were carried by the!Indians concealed in

.,_,^the^iLan(lLej5 .of^thelrtomahawks or^-concealed-^about-their—
person.

Subsequently, Sir John went so far. as to commence prep

arations for fortifying Johnson Hall, sund if was reported
that when this work was con^jleted, he would garrison the

Hall with three hundred Indians, in addition to the large
number of armed retainers with whom he was surrounded.

On Dec, 30, 1775, Congress ordered General Schuyler,
with the combined forces of the militia,under General

Herkimer, to proceed to,Tryon County and disarm the loyal
ists* At Johnson Hall they found about 600 men, mostly
highlanders, whom they disarmed, and took Sir John Johnson

a prisoner. The defendants were paroled, and Sir John was

sent to Pishkill, v/here he was liberated on parole# However#
in the following May he broke,his pledge.and left for
Montreal with a large number of his tenants. There he or

ganized a company known as Johnson's Greens, During the

war he was a leader in many of’the predatory excursions on

the border. His property was confiscated and sold.

In June, 1776, another council was held at German
Plats'hy "Giehefal"~&chuyTer ahU fhe (X)anpdct betweeh'^the^ Six

Nations and-the colonies was renewed. Here the Iroquois
solemnly pledged themselves not to take part in , the . struggle-■
already' commenced. In the winter following, a large number

of Indians'* gathered at, Oquago (Owego),. on the/Susquehanna,.
Colonel Harper visited them to ascertain their intantions.
He- found them peaceably disposed, and the reports of a

possible .invasion of the settlements .untrue, ' -

Soon after this, Brant came to Oquago, and in June,
1777, he went to Unadilla with about 75 warriors,. He sent

for the officer of militia of the district and informed

him that he was in.need of provisions, which he must have

even if he had to obtain them by force. He said their
agreement with the King was a strong one, and they were

not so unprincipled that they would break it.
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Their wants were supplied, and they soo,n departed, ^ but
their presence in the region brought fear to the colonistsr.
who immediately removed their families and property to a

more secure, place*. • .

News of the presence of Brant having been conveyed to

General Herkimer, he went in July to. Unadilla, at the head

of a force of 380 militia.' When he met Brant and 130..
Brant reiterated the complaint he had made before.v/arrlors,

but vdien asked if he .would remain neutral if these things

were righted., he replied that “"irkie, Indians- were in concert-

with the King, as. their fathers and grandfathers had been;

the King'"s -belts w.ere yet lodged with them^, and they would

not falsefy their pledge,'‘'-

"General Herkimer and the rest had joined the Boston
-- -people -against—the-Klng,..,-._fhe_,_E,Q.stpn_p.ePple-..were resolute,

but the King'would humble them, Mr» 'Schuyl.er, or General,

or what you please to call him, was very, smart on the.

Indians at German Flats, but was not at .the same;time able-

- ' to afford the-, smallest article of clothing, ' The Indians ..

had formerly made v/ar on the white ;^eop.le all united; and

"■ now they were divided. The Indians'were ,-not frightened,*' , ,

Colonel Cox, who had accompanied General Herkimer, when

he heard-Brant'*S'declaration that ileshould hear -1.;^ the

cause- of. the King., imprudently remarked- that if such was

his determination; that- ended the 'matter, Brant.‘took offense

'at this remarid and spoke to his warriors, viho, running to

their camp a mile distant, raised the warwhoop, and firing

; several'guns,, immediately returne.d, -But Brant quieted them
•when General Herkimer assured'-him that he did not come to .

fight, . The Chief was Insolent.and threatening, however, and.,

determined that Mr, Stewart, the missionary to the Mohawks,
and the. wife of Col, Butler .should be permitted to pass to

the Upper Mohav/k Castle, ' - .

To' this: General-Herkimer assented, -but demanded that'-. .

the Tories and deserters should.be given up to. him, Brant'

"'refus'ed'and threatened to'go tO' Oswego' and'^treat—with.-Goht?---^-"'

Butler, - The termination of the interview was marked- by- a ■ '
singular occurrence, "It was early in July, and the sun-

shone brightly forth without a clSud to obscure it", i/Vhen

suddenly a violent storm of hail and rain came up, v/hlch

drove- each party to seek shelter, ' ' ■

At this - interview,^ Brant is said to have boasted, that'

he had a superior force' of 500 warriors at his back,- and

that he could crush General Herkimer and his forces, but,
said he,' "We-are old - neighbors' and friends, and I will not

do it,"- - He also' said at the conclusion of -.the interview;
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I can do-no less than to let' you ."We are old friends,

return home unraolest.ed, although you are entirely within

This Interview was the last effort on the part
I!

my power®

of the Americans to. prevent the-Indians from engaging in

the war, and soon after,' Brant- went, as he had- threatened
to do^ to Oswego. . - '

.Prior to this for some time,- the Johnsons and the
Butlers 'had been despatching-runners to ail the tribes of.

the Six'Nations, inviting them to a great council at this

place', snd through -their constant "intrigues, misrepresen
tations, and lavish gifts, succeeded in Indiiclhg -the
Indians to attend the .councilo

held- .July-,^-177i7..»»-- =All^of-.—the-=tr-l=besi-=we-re'"-“^-
^"='

fully- represented, and the council being opened, the
Indians were harangued by Walter Butler. They were told

that their services were needed.to help subdue the rebels,
who had taken up arms against .their good father the King
and were about to rob-hlm of a great part Of hls' posses
sions and wealth, 'Ample- reward, it-was hinted, wo'uld be

made for these services.

The Chiefs, in reply, stated the nature' of the treaty
which they had made the year previously, with- the colonies,- .
and Informed the loyalists that they -could not now .violate

their pledges and take up ■ the hatchet against- them* ■ -

The British continued their importunities, but.they
were wholly unavailingy and it was nOt until the avarice- :

of ■ the Indians was excited, that they .shov/ed any signs of
yielding. The Indians 'vs'ere assured that the "rebels" were

few in numb.er and-would‘be ' easily -subdued, . The rebels had

been disobedient and richly deserved all of the punishment
that it was possible for, the English and the Indians to

inflict upon them.,' The King, on the other'hand, they'de
clared to be. rich and powerful, hls rum as plentiful as the

wa'ter.-l-n'-Iiafce'-0ntarirD7’'='’and';hisf-' meri as numeroub'^ns "the^'shnds'

upon the beach. More than .this, if the- Indians would lend

their assistance, they,i^'huld-never, want for.money or goods., .
This.appeal to their avarice overcame.the scruples of the.

Indians,' and with, the exception of the larger portions of •

the One Idas, they concluded a .treaty with the British, agents,
in which they engaged to take up arms against the colonists,
and to continue-in the service of the King until .the rebels

were subdued,'. * ■ . - .

■Upon; .the conclusion of the treaty, each^ warrior was. •

presented vir'lth a suit of clothes, a brass kettle,- a gun, a,

tomahawk, a scalping knife, a quantity of powder.and lead,

and a piece of gold. The cro\'mlng Infamy of ■ the British was

the promise of a bo-unty on every scalp which the Indians
should bring ino - , ,
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- The evidencecertainly ,ie sufTieieht to prove the gi.j.ilt
of. the'SiglisH in' encouraging' the, Indians to scalp their

victims' regardless of. all of the denials- that the English
have'‘offered to the contrary* ,

, ^ The . poverty of the .colonies was', such that • they .had-noth*-
Ing to.'pffer' the Indians 'and therefore, could only 'appeal to
their ..friendship-This 'the British did not hesitate to take

actyaritage 'o'fo ■' ' ■ ' - ' ■ ; '

'"■ Cdlc. John Butler, having followed'Guy Johnson to . Canada,
as before stated, soon fixed his residence in the vicinity
of Niagara, where, he Ipecame the leader of the- Tory refugees,
Brant was 'at^thls time located at Lewiston, with nearly the

entire .'Mohawk.' tribe, -and"this point .became the headqustrters •
from which emanated the various predatory raids to the ■

settlements of the Mohawk and Susquehanna Valleys^ Plans

were here^perfected, .and then, having notified the various

forces- .which were expected.to take part in the raid, they,
would camp' at ;a point near -the ill-fated settlements which - -

they planned to .visit, Oswego was. their‘headquarters for

raids to the Mohawk Vailey,:"..Oquago '.'(Ov/ego) .and’Little -

Beards: Town on the. Genesee river took care of the -Susquehanna
river area® • ' :

^ An expedition from Canada moved' down 'by the old French

trail to Lake Champlain under .General Burgoyne-j numbering
about ten-thousand British and Indians, following-up his

success to near the Hudson river,, Meanvifhlle as a part of
the preplanned movement Colonel St, Ledger had been sen®

•by another route to lay waste.',the Mohawk . Valley,
accompanied by Johnson and Butler, with their rangers, and ■ '

Brant was .at the head of "Phe Mohawk warriors» These com

bined fo'rces .laid‘siege -to .Fort Stanwix which was defended

by two New York regiments under .'-Gansevoort and Willett,
”

General Herkimer hastened to' their relief with a body of

Tryon..Gounty militia, , but fell .into an ^ambxncade near-the-fort

which is known as the battle of Oriskany,- Col. Ledger, ,

his march from Oswego, had induced a large force of the

Iroquois, said to consist of 1000 v/arrlors, (doubtful in.

number), to' join his ranks, not to fight, but just to sit

down, smoke their pipes 'and look on while he whipped the

Rebels.-' After a hotly fought battle the British fore
driven to their camp,- ■ ' . .

He. was

.on

es were .-

'^at many of the Indians were from Little Beard's .Town
is evidenced' by''Mary Jamison,' the white woman captive), who.

stated-that'; the Indians had'many killed and wounded, .She-

said that' there'-were‘ thirty-six .killed and many., wounded from ■
the village, ' ■ ■■ . .



77

This v;as the real beeinning of the warfare and from
then on Is a dreary„ dismal- tale of murderous cruelty and.

desolation® The Indians hung, as it is quoted^, like a scythe
of death, on the borders of 'New York and Pennsylvania, , and.,
spread terror throughout the settlements,

Springfield near the head of Otsego Lake was destroyed .
by Brant,* Gobleskxll and the various settlements of the

Schoharie region' were all destroyed and all slain that could,

be found® The whole hohawk valley was repeatedly traversed
by the Indians and Tory rangers. Par down.into the Susque
hanna valley desolation and death'took place,, “ '

the memorable massacre of Wyoming was
Such was-,the spot selected =by '-0olonejk:=" Johny=

■

Butler for 'the perpetration of deeds that has 'consigned, iris.
name to lasting infamy* '

This expedition was organized at Niagara, and passing
across the Genesee Country to ;the Chemung' river, moved - •

down stream to the Susquehanna, thence floated ddvm to a

point 20 miles above Wyoming,' Then' almost before the inhab

itants of the valley knew bf the approaching danger, the,

foe fell upon them. They fled to their forts,' but these'
were quickly captured, and -the inhabit an'ts were -at the mercy
of a savage and relentless foe, • . ' ,

In July, .1778,
.peaap.ebrated

, The m.en who-were vainly endeavoring to protect their -
homes were relentlessly murderedo .The tomahawk and, scalp- ''
ing knife reeked vmth- blood:, and the savage .warwhoop. mingled : -.
with the- shrieks and groans 'of the dyings, Tne foe'had no

mercy, A Tory brutally tomahawked his own. brother as. he

pleaded for -life, • A. captive was btirned in the embers of ’

the fort, and others were subjected to tortures and .linger- : .
ing deathf.- ■ The Indlan.s carried away over two hundred •
scalps as ghastly-trophies of their victory, ' '

Hhe- atetumh'of • the'"same year saw 'the horrors and cruelty -
of Vifyoraing-repeated at Cherry Valley, ,

After the massacre of the former place, Brant'hovered
about the b'ranc.hes of the 'Susq;uehanna until autumn, when

, he left for winter quarters at Niagara, Brant always' denied '-

that he participated in the Ifyoming massacre, and. the weight •
of evidence seems- to exonerate him from any share in it.

Meanwhile, . Gol, Butler, 'who had ret'urned to , Niagara
'

with his rmgers, had yielded to the importunities of hlg
son. CaptainJj1/alter Butler, and given„him command of,a ' '
portion of his regiment, with permission to employ the '•
warriors under Brant, ■ • ■ . ■
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At this time vValter-Butler. was'sm-ar-ting , under wrongs

which he fancied had been done..him by. the. citizens of Tryon

County who had imprisoned him in Albany early in the summer

of that year. It was late in the season, but Butler deter

mined to make an excursion into Tryon County, to avenge
himself for the imprlsonmento .^ -

On-his way east he .met Brant, i.who was much, displeased
.... at being.placed.under Walter Butler, but yielded.;.to.:hls ■.• ;

entreaties and joined the expedition, Brant had under his ,

coranxand at that' time- five hundred Indians, and Butler’s- •

rangers numbered twa hundred*- ...

This time the settlers had ample warning, -but placed .-

little■confidence.in the rumors which reached them* Hence

they were-surprised by finding the foe-upon -theJji,

Colonel Ichabad -Alden,' stationed at-'Cherry-Valley, was

notified.on the 6th of November, 1778'Of-the Intent of the'

Indiahs and of the approaching dmger, but the warning was ^

disregarded* •: ■ ■ ■ . ' ' -- -

On the morning of'the 11th, during a heavy mist,. Butler-
and Brant led-their forces- into' the valley, and before.-the
inhabitan.ts discovered their .^presence, the principal houses

had been surrounded. The’history of,this massacre is well

known,. Very few nf-' the inhabitants escaped being murdered

and bcalped* Some,- however, were taken prisoner, doomed- to

suffer in the remote wilderness or perish by-'frightful
' ■

tortures, . 'I . •.. ' ;• -

; The massacres at Wyoming- and Cherry Valley were- but- the -

beginning of frequent horrible events along the whole fron- -

"tiere These' were the" savage allies of the British, Their

‘ blood-purdllng yell ever'esholng the tomahawk- and sc'alp,ing ' - ■ ■'
knife, was a constant 'menace to the'settleme'nts ’ Such-was- ' --

the warfare--the English minis try had in's tiga-ted. Yet,., later
in two world wars, England-.and America' fought-side "by side.

In 1779, after much delay. General Sulli'van’s raid
against, the. Iroquois took place. This raid, in conjunction
with raids'in other ^ sections, thorouglfiy subdued the ;
Indians. ■ ■ ■

THE END

^ •‘J: b * * * -IC- -ic-:'c. -X- X' X- -/f X- x- .x x x- x- ii- X X x; X•w

The exiiibits of Indian Material nov/ on display at 'Cayuga
Museum of History and Ar.t .include four very well mounted cases

of -pottery recovered from .H-unter ’ s Ho'me.'Site near Savanna by''.
Mr, Arthur'J,- Seelye of Wolcott,i.N, Y* ,

X X X * X X .X- X-, X' X-. X- X- X -X-, X- 'X-. X X- X- X X X- -x- X X- 'X-- X- X- X- X-

Poll.owing .the, us.ual custom', .the Bulletin’will not be pub
lished during. July', and August,, however, do. npt hesitate, to,
send in interesting articles during those months to be used

in a large Bulletin in September,

X
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^ FRONTIER CULTURE'COMPLEX'

SOUTHERN NEBRx^KA

. by

James V* Stowell

The following article, is a paper read by Mr» .Sto-well be

fore the regular'monthly .meeting' of the Society, on May 11, 1950*

While vve are on. the. sub ject. of ancien.t man in America let

us go now to the region of our own. U,S,A,^ where we are find

ing more and more of the real facts concerning the time when

ancient.man lived and how he.lived* I refer now to the region
,' of southwest Nebraska v/here I spent some time
1 ,.during April, 1949 working under the pilvileged

guidance of one-of -the-: great-paleontologists
of our time. Dr.,.Bertrand Schultz> Curator .and
.Director of Palentology • at. the.'University of

. ,i Nebraska, This gentleman is' not only a field
man of years of experience, but is without doubt
our leading Paleontologist in the country today*

We find the work of Dr*. Schultz -and the Univ

ersity .of Nebraska taking place ..early . in the
Spring of,1947' near Cambridge, Nebraska, where,

at the beginning of a new .Government reclaimation project, .
fossils and ., artifacts were found in the site, at the ba

a fifty foot, terrace, on lime Creek and Medicine

Greek, bo'bh tributaries of the Republican River
in Southwest Nebraska,

of. .

Here were•discovered a '
.' large amount' of .faunal material of rthe lake

Pleo.cene: Age, including many new kinds of ex
tinct animal,s, ■ Then c^e the type artifacts, of
early mail associated, with the remains of Plels-

. tocene Mammals* To break down .the stratographic
.. .distribution of Pleistocene mammals in Nebraska

is a rather superhuman task,.especially in the
short time I have with you. Some seventy or

'--- more completely, different-mammal species' *
have been discovered in this i,ime Greek area*
Those most familiar to all of us are the

■ Arflorican Mastodon, the Mammoth, the primitive
horse, the camel, the llama, the bison, the
tiger, and so on down the scale of animal
life to Include extinct species of the. rab-
bli:, beaver, wolf,' if/easel, and even the
small pocket mou

S

se*

l
I It is quite natural in the, course' of

\ paleontological and geological explorations
that the fossil hunter often discovers evi*

dence of man’s, early occupation* Artifacts
and other cultural evidence.are frequently
found in direct association with the fossil-,

ized bones- of variousapecies of animals*. Some of these



. C.' . -1^

8C

remains 'represent extinct species, while-others'..can'-be'refer -;

red to those found-in -North■ America, today* The'material 'which'

I-have'here on display represents-a.rather unrelated igroup-of
material artifacts, but .they'do-represent-by and large'the

material which is found in and around-'the ■- '

various terraces along the Republican River '
system and so indicative of early man in that

.region, -For the want of a better'nam^e ' the

y-. University of Nebraska has in its prelimlnary-
..L .reports covering this area, chosen to describe
I the material ■ The Frontier Culture Complex*-
I Far b.e it from,^tQ decide otherwise* ■ All of-'
t this' ma-terial is from the bhgp of the great'

bluff, fifty feet below, the top of the terrace,
and also from occupational 'zones at various

■ levels -up -.to nine and-one half feet-'-from the .

top,' The photographs here displayed show you
■ the tremendous • height and slicing -through d-f

'

' this terrace-.site.*' The--task o'f- remdylng
. fIf.ty feet. of . overburden v/as' tremendous-,. ■ It"-

. , was not .a- new problem for the Museum, ' however^
■because frequently it: has been. necessary to remove similar • '

amounts from other fossil, qiiarrlesA .In fact, power machinery
has been,used for this ptirposo'-fpr over fifteen years* Dy'na” '.
mite was firs-t^used-to-loosen-up soil in the first thirty-
f.lve. foot .section before'the seven and one half teg® bulldozer

was brought in, to. push the loose material away. This over-'-

■ burden was removed to about four, and one half feet above the',

bone-artlf act zone * This latter amount was- removed'-by-hand-
when each five foot square, was excavated. This was - the - "

sight I had been patiently waiting to see---the exposure - of ■■

a bone and flint cultural.-horizon-before my own-eyes’and -

one which.even now seems.like a drearn*

A
/i
IA I

A-t

-■11/
1 \

'i !/'

- Imagine, if you will, these small- excavated five foot areas

yielding on the, average some one, hundred ^ identifiable arti- ''

fac.-ts of bpne, -flint and stone. Points and scrapers made- of'

the-finest -workmanship of red and gray Chalcedony, displaying'''
the finest of ribb.on flaking. Numerous types of flakers-'and ■

small- scrapers were found all over- the place/-all one needed

was a small pocket knife to pry them loose;
blades were found in. abundance,
all material hero described be
ing found in site and assocla-^
ted with the-bones of prohis- '
torlc mammals in the terrace
field.- Vei'y'little shell-'
material was noticed-

small gastropod shells and hack'
berry seeds occurred in concentra

tions throughout the occupation layer,
but their a'ssoclation 'ivi'ch huitian
is doubtful'e' - ■ ■

various t^^pes of ' ’..

some

activity
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■ Vlrti-uaXly all the’ large mejnmal bones ■ shox'/ed signs -ox hu»

They v/ere cut, broLtbn, , scratched and otherwise
. There seemed to be a preponderance of

man activity.*
reduced to fragments,,
bison bones., and little, evidence ' of ■ campfires *, There were no

prepared.hearths so .far .as I know or observed during m-J: stay
there-,- ' ■■ ■■■ - ■ . - ' ' ■ • ' ""' " ■

liVhateyer, if any^- relationship these Lime Greek artifacts

ma,y bedr to the Folsom ox'’ Yuma concept is not for me to say*

So-^called Folsom type .points xvere discovered' in this area, .
and small projectile type points wex’e indicative of the Yuma

type :^laking»; -This by no means conveys the ideas . that the- '

L.ime .Creek area- is in'the Folsom or Y'uma complex. On the. con

trary, we can best summarize the elements of .this Frontier -

Culture., as one, of somewhat crude workmanship, 'especially in

...tpe ,-workmanship, of tools and the abundanae .of scraper'-material,
''Other characteristics of this culture would indicate' that they
were intermittently occupied camp, sites, vdth unprepared
hearths, located in windrows, containing large mammal bones

and random'cultural debris. Much of the debris and material-

had undoubtedly .sifted itself down through one cultural level

after another. The changes due to erosion and shifting- storms

upon these -terraces left material-scattered throughout its

sides, and thpn.gradually winding up in a"conglomerate-mixture
down, at., the very .bottom of -the flll.. Dr* Schultz'advised that

it xvas his . impression, , sub ject to revision and further ' s tudy,
that much o.f' this occupied, area places.- and stratification and

occupation to a period extending-from 10,000 -to 900- years agow

On the.■ basis ,of all this. ■ current archaeological research-out

there, this--so-called'Frontier Complex 'must be ' considered as.

"floating", chronologically somewhere' in the-vast span 'of time
of the Plains.-irchalc Period-, - -The exact delineation of this ■

period and the details of the cultural relations■-within it ■ -

will, necessarily, have to await further and more intensive'.

, study, • J-t.-may-be many .years. before even a portion of these

problems may,be solved, but ..new finds are constantly being
made and, new. -techniques bei.ng perfected not only in archaeol

ogy but-in other fields, Archaeology is not-and never can-be. -

entirely, independent,. but must 'rel-y upon other-sciences, ' and'

ever increasing- association and -co'oper’ation .with the geologist^
the. paleoentolgist; the botanist',and-other - scientific sources.

To find the answer one must first have -sufficient knowledge, ' '
to-formul'ate 'the'-question, . -

■5C- -sc- -X- -X- -x- -x- -x- -x- ►x- --x- -x- it -x- -x- -x- a it -X- . -if -X- -X- -Si- -X- .-X- it ■SI'

All the artifacts Illustrated above were found at the .
bottom of the fifty, foot cut and associated--with the.fosslzed ".
pre-historic mammal bones. Illustrations all drawn actual

size, ... ' ,

(1) Group of small"arrow pointy (2) Chalcedony blunt,
(3) Scraper made of petrified wood, (4) Scraper of Jasper,
(5) ivnife of Jasper#
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PROF. LONG TO ATTEND UNITED NATIONS GONTERENnE IN ENGLAND

GSie Second Bionr.dal Conferenoe o.f WESGO and the. Inter”
national Connell oj? 'J/ihsenins v/ill oe held' in London July 17
through 22nd; 3.950^ Five days wxl3. be d-ovoted to group

studies- and discourses on various'subjects pertaining' to

Miiseum work and the part the Museum can play in establishing
of permanent peaces

Prof© Walter K, Long, Director of CSyuga Museum of Hls't'

tory and An, ana Secretary and Treasurer of the-Northeastern
Conference of Museums of United States and Eastern Canada

will take part in several panels,. He will represent the

small museums in America and will call attention to
lems as v/ell

the profe”
as services that a small museum in the average

community c^ render to lt»s peopled The. Cayuga Museum-of
'

History and Art has gained an enviable reputation for having
an active program and providing headquarters for cultural
organizations of the:community it'serves. Fourteen particl-'

, Pating societies meet at the Museum, Divisions' of Artv Music

History,^Anthropology and Children's Creative Activity do *
outstanding work and contribute greatly to the welfare
Auburn and Cayuga County and the entire Finger Lake Region,

of

T j Long will follow the ICOM Conference of UNESCO in

London by meetings in Glascow and Paris carrying on the theme

01 the small museums and It^s part in community life, Ex~

cursions have been planned for the delegates into Northern
'

^gland. Southern Prance and in Germany, Prof, Long plans '
to take pictures and bring; back the'story Of the small
museum and.It’s work in other countries. The International

Is a division of UNESCO v/hich is part of -
the United Nations Organi- . . i-
zation® [:■/ ' -

,, * ,,,, ^ ,,,,,,,,,, ^ ,,
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'd ®-^®^^®-collont -oTvamples of the Folsom Type Point found '
by .i>.rthur J, Seelyo.of Wolcott.. N. Y. One point was foun^ "
the wA S hie°n-? f'° ’’ithln half a mllo to -ino wQs u ol his place along a creek bed.

on
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OUR ABORIGIl'R'iL OCCUPATION

Jain’^e Vo Se6\vffi.i

This Is the second paper read by hr. Stowell at the May-

meeting of .the Society a

Since the remote da^rs Yithen man appeared upon the earth

he has been malting his own hist.oryc These writings were

but scratches upon the earthts surface, yet. some of them

hare "withstood the test of the age,s and have remained, for us.

to seee' , ■

the.'archaeologis b who 'locates these spots -where
■

is. hidden, and who lifts-'; the ac.cumulated-
■ Tt is

this buri-ed history
fd'ebfl’s T)T 'centuries -for translation dhto" the' language'that'
men of today carj. understand.., This story of. ancient-man-and ,

his activities.''is. of great' Importance and interest^ to all-of

us, . It 'gdye's; us- a "petter imderstanding of.'where; he came, from

and of his exlstance' dn the life that he liveda ' .

To discuss, here this evening the advent of prim.itlve . .

man in-Ainerica would be a lenght-y subject in Itself, and

almost, impossible., .Neither-Is it possible to go Into the

study -of .the Immigration of st.ccks or tribes or the- diver

sity of -ianguages.e-., We do know, however, that early man im.- ' :. .

migrated to. North America'via the* Bering- Sea'and 'the water* ,-

ways adjacent to it", seperating as he did to'cover the'GX'*>.''.,.

treme's ■ of. .Arctic Ainerica, then south .along'the-Pacific coast ;

to form tlie great Empire of Mexj.co'., .Guatemala' and‘all of - .

Central' America'.. Then 'came the great eas tern-migration
■ -

covering- the'middle'west and "bhe Mississipp.i Valley; then . " ■

eastward to the Atlantic seaboard'.. ' ■ . ■ -

Tbe area embraced by the State of New York seems a'lways;-
to have been designed-as a great Natural. Empire-, Its geo- ■-

graphical-position, its physical features and Its natural
resources'-have ■from early times been m.ost favorable, to hnm,ah

occupation. '■ Its .very soil in. different forms has afforde.d

the growing bed .for all types of vegetation and the "everitual

feeding of-mankindr One only has to study the' river-'systems
and the' Y/atersheds to roali.^ie the great bearing they had on
their routes of travel,. So it .is that Y/e find the great
travel routes of the Finger Lakes Region as a natural'and
desirable place, in v/hich to liveo This area -tee-m-ed with

animal li.fe; there Y/ere large numbers of bears, -■'.vol.ves,
beaver, panther and othor fourfoo'ted c.reatu.res that Y/ere

valuable as furs and for food*, -'iae big game animals bestowed

upon luan another . .importan.t gift and .on.e seldom .c.o.ns3,dered» -In

thGl,r seasonal mlgrativon.s
Y/orm paths-5
reaching territories
easy to find®

they ti’acked deeply Into the earth
\[ie 'find that early mar,> followed these paths in

that they came to occupyo The reason is
The an5mials found the lands that wrould provide

them YiTith food, water and salto Man wanted the animals for

food, and followed their trails, finding the country Ideally
stilted for their needs.
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Tiais Central New 'York region of youfE presents an' invit

ing-field for' archaeological Investigatidna It is not the ■

most prolific field, to be .sure, but it does offer much in '

its early occupation for study and research.-;. Several large-

collections, of.'aboriginal material were made long before '

students .of natural sciences had an;j-- adorquate idea, of the

cultural slg.nlficance■ of the Objects discov.eredo To- the

early collector these curious implements of the Indians
were simply ''relics", .and ho special effort was made to re

cord anything about them except to give the name- of - the

collector and the date of finding, both of these facts being
relatively unlmportan.t Most of these collections have' be

come .scattered and lost.;-.. Many found by farmers likewise

have been lost> to say nothing of the' mounds that were tam»’ ■

pered with——dug and destroyedc

Today,.-hov/ever,.- in -'bhe pursuit of more exhaustive know--

ledge,. collectors are better Informed, and the cultural're
mains of the race- are carefully preserved, catalogued and

labeled# Science has' taken the lead in the pursuit of facts*

Every artifact left in the soil b3r these vanished peo|)le-
may be of importance if associated facts are properly re-

cordeds. New York State for better than a;century has been

systematically.hunting for relics, but only during the past
sixty years has any scientific method been pursued, to reeord
the, fact. This fact-alone should be of great Interest bo all
present here tonight. Stop and think for a.minute, if-you -

what priceless material would have long since beenwill,

scattered.to the winds- if the interested people of your com

munity had not banded together and produced’the material not -'

contained within your buildings of History and Art. Think

what group collections of this nature mean to your -community
to your young people growing up, and to the invaluable source

of study material if offers to old and young alike.

It-has been my privilege to have observed the beginning
of a n'Ufflber of -such societies as yours j some .have gone ahead
and prospered; others have failed beca- use of lack of vision

arid-poor guidance in .their•affairs.

collections of material lost for all time due to-improper—
handling because of lack of funds, improper correlation .of

■facts, and lack of vision necessary, in good museum director-'

ship,. For this Cayuga Museuin you should feel, justly proud,
and particularly so to have the vision and intelligence of

your director, krof. Vfelter Long. It is to men like Prof..

Long that we ovire so much for keeping the boat steady and his

eyes' on the iiorlzon ahead, and I knov/'with your backing arid
understanding of his many problems, he v/ill continue to keep,’
building the kind of museuim facilities , that all, of you'can be -
proud ofs. I also wiSh.to pay tribute to the Invaluable work '

which is being done by your Central New York Archaeological
Society.- it takes courage and unlimited hard work to carry
o,n the .job they are doing, , it is true,, in part, that many,
of tne Socie.ty’s members are individual collectors themselves,
and. thereby have gradually through the years'formulated for

tnemselves extremely valuable collections of archaeological
material, from the Central Nbv/ York region* However, theirs

I have seen valuable
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is by no, means a selfish reas-on, for one of. the , chief aims of

the-Society ’ s work is to bring to public view, from ti.me to ■

time .group collections for study and .display through the

' facilities: of yc^r'museuno Knowing as .1 do the-countless
■

hours of field work necessary to produce such material, I

pay the greatest ."compliment and respect, to their efforts by

saying that no-.where-in any travels have I. seen a finer

series of group-, collectionsj nor. do I know of a more Intel-*

ligent and- sincere group -of individuals than are' found in

the members of the Central New York Archaeologlc.al Society^
I consider it.a privilege to be a .member.

As part of the Society 's -work let me'pay tribute also-

to the Monthly Bulletin,,. 'I wonder if you all realize just ‘
how important' this publication really is? -I have- watched

with ^reat Interest its growth from'a very small phamplet
: .ld.e.a..'t-o,-^a. fulls--.sized s-erles-- of well -writteh.-and^ directed

■'historical, facts,, every one of vdiich are deserving of■ fiipd-* <
Ing their way into best bookshelves of homes; and libraries
.for. the finest .in reaearch source material. It takes--men of-

the calibre of Harrison Pollett, with his vast knowledge of -

the early Jesui-fc and Cayuga history?-, to put together the

wonderful documentary series which has -for so-long a time

■. been a -feature .of your Archaeological Bulletins -To men like

-Ken Wriglit, Newt Parwell., , Vfel ter' Long, 'George Dobbs, and .other
fine workers on this publication, you owe much-for its ^suGcess,
and I know with.proper support and the untiring-efforts'of
these men that this publication will continue to be, as it

.now is, one-of'the finest and most Intelligently prepared
vehicles of its kind,-

No-w let me resume our. dis'cussion regarding primitive
here in New York State,

man

As suitable as the Central New York region is, and in an

cient time was, for hiiman occupan'cy,'. there is little evidence

that there were , any human beings here in very remote tlmes.s "
We .have never known .any implements from 'the -State' that' could '

be known as, paleollthsiy as are hnovw. in Europe and elsewhereo-

have examined in-The many rock''ahelters and camp sites

over thirty years of field work, while yielding - some rude flints,
do not indicate any-remarkable antiquity, I do not wish to

imply that man was.not here at some early time;'and it may be
that, some day such .evidence will come-to light in this region
to show-'tha-t man^dldlive here during and immediately' after

last glacial period, - Han certainly vms' on Earth 50,000 years
ago as^attested to by conclusive'■ evidence by our pre-s'ent day '
geologists, b'ut so far as our own neighborhood is conoern^^d W'

have evidence only to point back to some 1,000 .: "
" '

117

the

or 1^.500 years 'ago-.

many cases it would be mere guesswork to say how old or

how recent some of our knov/n occupation sites are® ' On some of’
the -sites we f.ind the relics greatly weathered.. Certain sites
near.our Pinger Lakes region'yield many'crude'flints and hatchets
irom stone tnac have plainly seen weathered for centuries^
But even in this case

among the oldest

J.n

we can only say the relics appear to be
Ihis antiquity of artifacts is clearly shovm -
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by the results of many years in excavation of the Algonkian
site at Lake Lamoka'’~a site which in Itself is representative
of the oldest culture foiind anywhere within New York State

boundaries 6 - ’ ■ . ' •

■ . ■ ■ ihere are two other sites comparable to the" same cultural

aspect as Lamoka'“-one' but -a short distance from the City of
Geneva on-the east shore'of Seneca Lake,- in the Township of

Payette, Seneca County',' and- the other -on the ridges' 'near the

.. Village .of Scottsville', -'Nev/'York^, ■ southwest of Rochester^

Material culture found upon the'sites are identical- and thus

■ ^ far- have been proven -to be'productive of the earlies't" work of
■ -man-.'in -the State of New York# ■' ■

■ The Lamoka site -has been'productive for-years of' some of

the finest polished bone material knovm--the finest craftsman-

, ship displa.y_ed in bone awls, harpoons,- knives, whistles, .
needles and punches; productive likewise of thousands: of pro-'
jectile a^id small well-rformed war points showing marked facil

ity of splendid v/orkmanshlp in flint* There, too, we .uncover

many'fine-examples' of polished stone ar-tiples such, as", the

.sharp-edged hatchet or'-celt, the, remarkable problema-fcical
stones, we speak of as the' banner stohe, the utility of'which

has never been properly designated# ' '

Y/e cannot pass. over-’the subject of'research-.-at Lamoka

without mention-of the -work conducted there by the - Roche's ter

Museum of Arts and Sciences or by the original inyes.tigations
made there by that great archaeologist, Harriso-n 'Pollett of

Lima,.New York# In the past ten years work on this site has

steadily pushed forward 'under t'He direction of our ,own-Slmlra

authorities , I.ir» Prank Barrott, Mr. -John Lo_wn,' and'.Dr# Raymond
Stevens of Ilmira College, Ihese gentlemen, in c'oo.peration'
with my ' OTO research,' have-made it possible' for -Elmira-"to lay
claim, to the most- comprehensive and complete collection in

private hands of Lamoka material now in existence'.#.- , ..' ''

In mentioning the Larnoka. site, I do so only to. point out

its - relationship to -the antl'qulty aspect of our early btc'Upa-
tion vh-thln the area in which we live,# There are' hundreds of

---■ other- occupied sites of later culture' which are’ jus t, "ah. im~ :
portant to archaeological research, many of which are, v/1 thin' a

■fe?;^miles of the City of Auburn-’-3itas which ar'e' productive' of
various stages of' both Algonkian and Iroquoian culture--and'
each year -we find the evidence of remains scattered through
our valleys ahd terraces# It i-s from this evidence shown from

these early sites that man’s interest has progressed from ah
mere idle curiousIty .-to a serious desire to, preserve-and'to ..

interpret the specimens that are brought to.lighta Perhaps it
is because the search for archaeological specimens, a.nd the'

subsequent .efforts to make a correct interpretation o-f them.> ■
so, develops observation and clear thinking, that business arid-

professional men manifest so keen an interest In the pursuit
of this worko; Aside from, all this, there is the zest -of the

out-of-door exercise bringing health as weld as wisdom,. It''

is a human^ science awakening the imagination;-, it. cultivates

the attention to small details thereby stiimilatlng observatixon;

Continued on Page 87
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;The absence at our May. meeting of one of
our, most faithful attendants to.-all Society

' functi.ons,, Mr,* Lynn Hb Keeler of AiibL\rn was
explained by an article in the Auburn paper

■ which stated that he-was attending the Inter-
national- Convention o-f Klwanis in Miami,Plorida^, .

■ Mr.*'Keeler has attended, every . Interna^
tlonal and'District Kiwanis convention since

’ he 'became a member of, that organization '
several■years ago,

4 b ^ At ■sfr, * at -jt ^ at;at/-3t at: h *

JUNIOR .MEMBER DOES 0. Ko*.

... One of our junior members, Jason^D.obbs
. of . Auburn, it. was learned., in-,-a recent ■ Auburn

- Citizen-Advertiseris not. only interested-
in Indians as, a, hobby* - . ' ,

. , Jason won first prize ,(^10,00) in a photo
contest sponsored'by the local S. P, -.Q* A,, -

Congratulations, Jay*

. Jason recently presented„,the - editor with
. an excellent photo ofrthe.Society outing.at

Y Kipps .last fall. He - succeeded to get a good
/ .picture when some .other's efforts failed*

* -ij- a;- -x- -X- -x- -X- * -X' as- at -x- -x- .-jX- -x- h -x- -55- -x a;- -x-

We were a^l'.gYad t® welcome Mr* Prank
Barrot-t- of Elmira to- the May meeting* ■. Mr*
B'arro.tt came. -aldng. with-Jim Stoweil* ■

:JMr* B-afrottvis-hne- 'o-f--'thO-.[re,al---,ol(l: timers A- , ,

I. ] ,Mn the. field of archaeology and is considered
-.a top authority by-all diggers who know him*
Together with. John Lown, -Dr* Stevens and Jim

■ StOwell, ' they h'ay.e acchmulated probab3.y the'largest collection

of.Lamoka material outside of the Rochester Museum of Arts

and Sciences,

-X- ■st ■X- -Ic -X- -Sf

, STOWELL^-Contlhued;'.* , , . . ' , '

and .as an outdoor'.'study. it cultivate-s a-lso a keen appreciation ■
of-the land and neighborhood in which one I'ives's Truly^ it
gives us. all a better. un'dei standing of man'and do'es^ I feel
certain, afford us likewise a‘better.-’ knowledge of man's

history through the' yearsc**"-.’So'keep your'eyes cn the plowed

fields when the sprxirgtlmo r'olls ar'auid,' -; ' ■
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